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SENATOR RAIKES: Thank you , Mr . President and members. In
response to questions raised by Senator Beutler and some others,
I' ve come up, or tried to do the best I can to come up, w ith
some information about the net impact on cities that would occur
as a r esul t of a l l t he ot he r bu d g et a c t i on s wi t h t he am endment
I 'm o f f e r i n g h e r e , an d wi t ho ut t h at a me n d me nt . I f y ou . . . an d
i t ' s a l i t t l e b i t r o u gh . I ' v e go t a f ew c o p i e s . I de c i de d no t
t o h an d i t ou t b ec au s e i t mi g h t b e c on f u s i n g , b u t i f so me o f y o u
would like a copy, I'd be more than happy to provid.. it. If you
l ook at what has happened with the appropriations e fforts, a n d
those affecting c ities a r e the aid to municipalities, NIRF,
Nunic i p a l I n f r a s t r u c t u r e Re d e v e l o p ment F u n d , t he t o t a l n eg a t i v e
impact to cities of those changes in the appropriations package
over if there had been no change at all, no c u ts, is a minus
$8.6 million. If you look at the NEF program, the I'lunicipal
E qual i z a t i o n Fun d , t h e o ne t h a t ' s t h e su b j e c t o f t t t i s a m e n dment ,
if there were no change...well, let's see, if the ai«endment were
adopted, that would amount to a 5 .3 , if I 'm rea~iing my own
numbers co r r e c t l y , t h a t wo u l d amou n t t o a b ou t $5 . 3 mi l l i o n
reduction to cities. If you look at the impact of LB 759, if it
is enacted with the broadened sales tax base, t hat is a p lu s
$16 million, total f or the b ie nnium for all cit tes. The net
change if you do not do this amendment, if you don't adjust the
NEF program, the change to cities estimate compared to no cuts
a t a l l o r no ch a ng e a t a l l f o r c i t i e s wou l d b e a p l u s
$7.5 million. Wit h this amendment it is still a plus $2.2. So
a gain , m y p o i n t i s t h i s . I f y o u l o o k a t i t i n t e r ms o f h ow
cities are being treated as compared to the current base with no
cuts, they' re better off even with this amendment If y ou look
at the total impact on cit ies as comp ared to othe r loc al
governments, counties, which a re do wn p ro bably $10 million,
maybe Senator Wehrbein can give u s the ex a c t nu«ber, sc hool
districts, which a re probably down well close to $100 million,
t he n ex t i mp a c t wi t h t h i s ame n d ment i s , I t h i n k , mo i e t ha n f a i r ,
more than appr op r i a t e . I t r epr es e n t s g o o d p o l i c y i n t er ms of
what we should do a s custodians of state funds in t his
particular sort of a fiscal situation. So again, I w ould be
happy to address questions, but I think this is an appropriate
modif i ca t i o n o f t h i s f o r mu l a f o r u s t o ma k e , an d I wo u l d u r g e
you to support this amendment. Thank you.
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